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Course title

Globalization: Historical, critical and French societal perspectives

Course taught by
Yauheni Kryzhanouski

Yauheni Kryzhanouski holds a PhD in Political Science from the University of Strasbourg, with a specialization in comparative
politics, European affairs and international relations. Yauheni is a researcher associated with the University of Strasbourg’s research
institute SAGE (Society, Actors, and Government in Europe) as well as with the Study Center for Russian, Caucasian and Central
European Societies (CERCEC) of the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences (Paris). He has taught at the University
of Strasbourg, Sciences Po Strasbourg, and the European Humanities University (Vilnius). His research interests include protest and
censure in contemporary authoritarian regimes, the role of European organizations, and the transnational dissemination of political
practices.

Recent publication: Yauheni Kryzhanouski, Dominique Marchetti & Bella Ostromooukhova (dir.), L’invisibilisation de la censure. Les
nouveaux modes de contréle des productions culturelles (Bélarus, France, Maroc et Russie), Paris Sorbonne Université, 2020.

Purpose of the course

The course intends to equip students to analyze systematically the phenomenon known as globalization, as well as to understand
current public and academic debates in France focusing on a critique of globalization and its local effects. Students become familiar
with the principal actors of globalization, its basic mechanisms, recent disturbances and learn to contextualize the latter in an
overview history of capitalism.

Students become acquainted with the mainstays of French academic literature on globalization and its effects.

Description of the course

The course is structured by three main analytical stand-points. The first is the history of the process now known as globalization,
a history still under debate. The second perspective comprises a look at the main features of the phenomenon of globalization:
intensification of worker mobility and migration; vastly increased capital flows as well as flows of goods and services; and the
significant increase in information exchange or cultural globalization.The third point of view is that of the main actors of globalization
- States, international organizations, NGOs and transnational movements, multinational corporations - whose roles are transformed
by the effects of globalization.

Outcomes

1. In addition to the fundamental outcomes relative to the course subject matter per se, as noted in the rubric “Purpose of the
Course” above, this course is designed to enable students to develop the following “applied outcomes™:

- acquire a “pocket history” scrutiny of globalization from a European perspective

- gain specific ways to think about globalization for added clarity around this term

- gain understanding of local effects, intended and unintended of global phenomena, applicable to virtually any field
- acquire an informed-citizen’s grasp of current political-economical issues in a French/global context

- acquire French vocabulary in basic global political economy and French debates on globalization

- master the use of French for the specific purpose of being able to engage professionally equipped with a basic understanding
of the effects of globalization on French society.



2. Contribution to outcomes of an integrated program of study
The IFE semester is a fully integrated whole, academically. A principal objective of this seminar that accompanies the
student during the internship period is to provide a space of reflection apart from the student-intern’s professional setting
and to address important contextual topics not feasibly included in the preparatory session. The result is that a student-
intern continues to strengthen their capacities to take advantage of the field experience opportunity by feeling at home with
contextual issues and conversations. The additional context serves the student well in addition as they develop the final
academic exercise, the 30-page guided independent field research paper (qv), the keystone of the IFE integrated semester.

3. Outcomes in the context of a program of experiential learning
Outcomes are essentially seized learning opportunities. Experiential learning outcomes result from the opportunity to study
a subject both in situ as well as in words and in theory. At IFE, cultural and linguistic otherness enhances both factors of the
experiential education equation, yielding the final, fundamental intended outcomes of comparative knowledge strengthening
a student’s grasp on a particular subject and discipline, along with robust language skills, and the knowledge of the world and
of oneself that comes from having learned to operate effectively with and in otherness.

Pedagogical methods

The course comprises twelve lecture-seminars of 2.5 hrs whereby each session is thematically distinct. Knowledge is imparted
through a mix of lecture, discussion, readings, slide presentations, audio-visual material, and students’ oral exposés.

The course is held weekly during the internship period and attendance is required.

Course outline
Introduction. The search for a definition

1. History of Globalization: Europeanization? Westernization? Expansion of capitalism?
1.1. From the ancient world to the great geographical discoveries
1.2. The modern era
1.3. Aglobal space?
1.4. Aworld pandemic: change or parenthesis?

2. Perspective on the intensification and acceleration of flows
2.1. Migrations
2.2. Trade in goods and services
2.3. Financial exchanges
2.4. Flows of information and ideas

3. Globalization from a perspective of international political economy
3.1. International political economy: Theory or discipline?
3.2. American school: A theory of the domination of states, in a neorealist tradition
3.3. British school: Power structures and the dissemination of power
3.4 Canadian school: A theory of the globalization of the ruling classes, in a neo-marxist tradition
3.5. Synthesis

4. The principal actors of globalization and the transformation of their roles
4.1. States
4.2. Economic actors
4.3. Transnational movements and international non-governmental organizations
4.4, International organizations
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Grading methods

A grade is assessed on the basis of:

« a two-hour in-class written examination taking the form of a structured essay (dissertation) in response to a topic announced
at the time of the examination

- an oral exposé during class on an assigned subject linked to the weekly themes

- assiduity and participation in class.

A sample examination subject for this course: Globalization and homogenization of human activities



A note on grading — IFE teachers use a standard grading system based on a scale of 20.The final grade is also transposed into an
American letter grade according to a scale of equivalence, and both grades are displayed.

The grade assessed for written work reflects the degree of acquisition of the information and knowledge presented during the course
as well as the extent to which the methodology is followed. Since the language of instruction and examination is not the student's
own language, the quality of the written expression only enters into account in cases of noteworthy progress or, on the contrary,
repeated and avoidable errors and carelessness.

Those who grade IFE students’ work are guided by the principle that this course — in its several parts — is not intended to train spe-
cialists in globalization. Therefore, evaluation of student work pays particular attention to knowledge gained during the twelve weeks
of this course, demonstrated curiosity and a student’s motivation to apply this knowledge to their experience and to gaining new
perspectives, including on their home culture and society.

Grading scale

A+ 18 - 20/20 B+ 14/20 C+ 10/20
A 16 - 17/20 B 13/20 C 9/20
A- 15/20 B- 11-12/20 C- 8/20

Equivalent in American university course offerings

Any course on globalization including historical perspectives and analysis of current state of affairs, including courses focusing on the
effects of globalization locally.



